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INTRODUCTION 


A FERTILE HIVE 


BY 5.0. 


PERRY 


Theyre everywhere, the Aliens. 


Hidden tunnels, dark corners, shiny wet 
and teeming with the glistening black 
creatures that wait . . . to feed. 


Just when we think that they've run out 

of ways to keep us terrified — those 
metallic teeth that snicker-snack, dripping, 
the lithe and powerful bodies that prey 
on human flesh and incubate their 
parasitic young inside their victims . . . 
just then, they attack. 


| wasn't old enough to catch that first 
glimpse of the slick and horrifying being 
that mercilessly stalked the crew of the 
Nostromo — well, at least not in the 
theater. | remember sneaking downstairs 
to see it on cable ав my parents slept — 
volume low, listening for the creak of the 
floorboards as Ash spouted whitish goo 
all over Ripley, and the seemingly 
indestructible Alien was finally blown 
into space. | was in seventh grade and | 
was captivated. 


And | had to leave the lights on when | 
snuck back up to bed. 


| got to see the sequel on the big screen, 
and | was knocked out of my seat. Do 
you remember the first time? Did you 
wonder during the opening scene if it 
was going to burst out of Jones the cat? 
їз funny — | recall having my ticket torn 
and walking into the popcorn-scented 
darkness just expecting to be disappoint- 


ed. Sequels generally bite, so I'd learned. 


Waste of money. 


It's а damn good thing | hadn't placed 
any bets. It was as good (and maybe 
better) than the first, tense and funny and 
scary as hell. The characters were 
amazing, the dialogue realistic and often 
hilarious, the action relentlessly intense. 
The entire audience (and it was standing- 
room only) clapped when the lights came 
up, and that's some kind of ovation, 
applauding a screen. | clapped, too, even 
the third time | saw it, and | was never 
alone in my appreciation. 


So for about five years after, that was my 
take — the Alien flicks, top tens, have you 
seen ‘em? | was a fan. They even cropped 
up in my gender media class, the barriers 
they had broken by introducing Ellen 
Ripley to the world. 


When my dad told me that Dark Horse 
had bought the rights to Aliens, and that 
he was going to adapt two of the graphic 
novels into book form, | was suitably 
impressed, My father is one hell of a 
science-fiction writer (and I'm objective, 
really), though I've always been partial to 
horror. But in the Aliens universe, there 
are both, and both genres actually work 
together. Beautifully. 


Not to toot my own horn too loudly, but 
I've always had a knack for writing — 
thank the gods, too, because besides 
waitressing, it’s all | know how to do. So 
when Dad signed on for a third book, he 
invited me along. 


Here, then, was a chance for me to work 


«with the fictional folk | had come to know 


and love. Because the third movie knock- 
ed off the main characters, my father had 
changed the names in the books — Newt 
became Billie, Hicks had become Wilks. 
And Ripley? | got to bring her back. Dad 
polished up the military action and | 
hammered out the blood 'n' guts enthu- 
siastically (and we got through it, even 
though I'm still not sure what a “carbine” 


is). The final result was Aliens: The Female 


War, based on the outstanding work of 
Mark Verheiden and Sam Kieth. 


And Dark Horse didn’t stop there. It 
branched into Aliens versus Predator, 
which | had the honor of adapting all by 
my lonesome (well, the renowned Steve 
Perry did a little — and | hope we did 
right by the superb efforts of Randy 
Stradley and Chris Warner) into the first 
book, Prey. There are some amazing 
writers working the book end of this 
universe — Robert Sheckley, Dave 
Bischoff, and Sandy Scofield to name a 
few. And Steve, of course. And hey, me, 
just another fan who had the incredible 
good fortune to be the daughter of a first- 
class writer. (Okay, total humility aside, | 
do have some talent . . .) 


I did the movie novelization of Timecop 
for Dark Horse, my first solo credit — and 
a few short weeks ago, | was asked to go 
back to the Aliens system with a new set 
of comics to adapt — Labyrinth, which 
you now hold in your hands, a truly black 
and terrible glimpse into the mind of a 
mad doctor, beautifully scripted and 
drawn by Jim Woodring and Kilian 
Plunkett. Dark, wet, nasty — | love it! | 
couldn’t ask for a better birthday present 
(and today, in fact, | turn 25) or a better 
job. Beats the bloody heck out of working 
for tips. 


Go figure. Just when | think that all of the 
stories have been done, that there are no 
more worlds for the Alien drones to infest, 
we get a mad scientist who actually has 
reason to be mad, a by-the-book military 
hero, and yet another strong and capable 
woman to work with — set up to do bottle 
on a shadowy space station. 


The Alien hives are alive and well, thanks 


to Dark Horse Comics and Twentieth 
Century Fox — terrific drawings and 
great scripts that continue to present us 
with interesting and creative stories to 
mull over, to keep us in touch with the 
consistently heart-pounding action. The 
drones that never die, but lie in wait to 
jump out of the darkness and scare even 
the bravest reader into a cold sweat. 


And | pray they'll never stop. 


pralague 


REGULATIONS 
SAY YOU'RE HERE 
AS BACK-UP FOR THE 

LEAD TEAM AND TO 
PROVIDE A RETREAT 
ESCORT IF 
NECESSARY. 


BUT WHAT 
YOU'RE REALLY 
GOING TO DO 

15 SIT BACK, 


m AND WATCH RUPP 


AND HOLLISTER HERE 
LIQUIFY EVERY ALIEN 
IN THIS CAVERN. 

WITH THESE NEWLY- 


MAKE ITA 

CLEAN SWEEP MEN. 

I WANT THIS PLACE 
STERILIZEDL 


WHOAL 
LOOKS LIKE 
THE MOTHER- 

LODE 


GET 
‘EM ALL 
BEFORE THEY 
SCATTER 


HOLLISTER, 
I CAN'T SEE! 


THE STUFF'S NO, 
GETTING IN ном? JUST ACID- 
THESE SUITS ARE RESISTANT... THIS 

ACID- PROOF! e: CONCENTRATION .., 
HELP МЕ: Г CANT 
BREATHE! 


THE SLUT 
15 BURNING 
INTO МЕ? OH 


FIGHT! 
FIGHT! KILL 
THEM, COLONIAL THEY'VE GOT 
MARINES! HOLLISTER! 


THEY'vE 


MOTHER, 1 
NEED HELP. 


WHAT'S Ñ THE LEDGE IS 
HAPPENING 2, К DISSOLVING ! 


ATTVIOS, 
WHAT 211117 
-OING ON 7 COME 
ІМ ATTVIO3 Í 
OVERS 


WE'RE COMPLETELY 
SCREWED! THE CAR © 
DESTROYED, EVERYONE'S. 
DEAD, THERE ARE ALIENS 
EVERYWHERE / GET US 
OUT OF HERE! 


211117.. 
ATTVIO3, COME IN! 
ATT 117 V Ir Оз, COME 
IN! WHA 1211111111117 
117 OING IN THERE Z 
OV 11117! 


CODE КЕРІ? 
YES, I'D SAY 50, 
60D FRIGGIN' 

DAMN ITL 


ATTVIO3, WE МАУ. 
МОТ COMPROMISE SHIP 


COMPLETELY 
SURROUNDED! 


¥ WATCH your 
HEAD! 


«Ф 


oy a 


AAAAAAAAAAAH! 


¿Z А 
же 
1 


1 


THIS 15 COLONEL. 
DOCTOR CRESPI. HOW 
ARE МЕ? 


THIS 
15 LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL HELLER. 


WE'RE FINE, 


THANK YOU, UH, LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL. I'LL SEE YOU ON THE 
BRIDGE IN ABOUT TWENTY 
MINUTES, AFTER I GET 
CLEANED UP. 


GREETINGS, ALL. 


SIR, I KNOW 
WE'RE NOT SUPPOSED 
TO KNOW WHAT GOES 


PENDABLE, AND USED 
IN CLANDESTINE 
EXPERIMENTS, 

AND ТНАТ- 


THAT'S ENOLIGH, 
HELLER. I WOULDN'T 
CONCERN MYSELF 
WITH RUMORS, ЕТ 
WERE YOU. A MAN 
DOESN'T WANT TO BE 
KNOWN AS A 
GOSSIP. 


SO, THAT'S 
SHE WHO CANNOT 
BE NAMED. 
HAVEN'T 
YOU BEEN 
BEFORE, 
зе? 


NEITHER DO N 
I, MCGUINNESS. І 
THINK I MUST 
FEEL AS BAD AS 


YES, SIR. ГМ FEELING FINE 
NOW, AND I HOPE YOLI SOON 
WILL BE TOO. 


NO QUESTION, 
LIEUTENANT. YOUR 
RECOVERY HAS BEEN 
AN INSPIRATION 

ТО LIS ALL. 


SOUNDS GOOD 
ТО ME. THE INNOMINATA 
15 A LITTLE ТОО HUSH-HUSH, 
TOO NEVERWAS, TOO 
DIDN'THAPPEN, ТО 


SUIT MY TASTE THE CASE, WHY 


DID YOU VOLUNTEER 
FOR THIS 
TOUR? 


FEEL WELL AT 


ALL, SIR. 


WILL I BE WORKING LINDER YOU 
ON BOARD THE INNOMINATA, 
SIRT 


NOT LIKELY 
MCGUINNESS. NOT 
IF YOUR LUCK HOLDS. 
I EXPECT ТО BE 
DEEPLY INVOLVED IN 
SOME EXCRUCIATINGLY 
BANAL SERIES 


DOCTOR CRESPI, یی‎ 
SIR. COLONEL THOMPSON 74 
WISHES ТО SEE YOU ON THE 
» UPPER BRIDGE BEFORE / 
“-.. LANDING. 


一 一 一 


- 


L 
DOCTOR CRESPI? W 


I'M ADMIRAL 
THAVES. 


COLONEL 
DOCTOR ANTHONY. 


NO NEPOTISM < 
IMPLIED, CRESPI. YOUR 
RECORD SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. 
WHAT ГУЕ SEEN OF IT. 
MUCH SUB ROSA, 


AT EASE LINTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
CRESPI. WELCOME ABOARD THE 
INNOMINATA. 


YOU MUST HAVE 
SOME VERY INFLUENTIAL 
FRIENDS BACK HOME, CRESPI 
A LOT OF GOOD MEN WERE 
IN LINE FOR THIS 
POST. 


INFLUENTIAL FRIENDS 
I'M AWARE OF, SIR. MY 
EXPERIENCE -- 


NOTHING 15 
CARVED IN 
STONE 


SIR, I HOPE THERE HASN'T BEEN 
A MISLINDERSTANDING. МУ 
ASSIGNMENT 15 TO SUCCEED 
COLONEL DOCTOR LENNOX AS 
COLONEL DOCTOR CHURCH'S 
RESEARCH PARTNER 


THAT HAS TO BE WORKED OLIT. WHY 
DON'T YOU BRIEF YOURSELF AND 
HAVE YOUR ORDERLY SHOW YOU 
AROLINDZ WE HAVE A LOLINGE 
THAT MIGHT SURPRISE 

you! 


PERHAPS YOU'LL FIND THIS A 
BIT BLUNT, BUT I'VE FOLIND 
A LITTLE BOY-GIRL ACTION 
TAKES THE EDGE OFF A 
LONG COLD SLEEP. NOW, 
UP IN THE LOUNGE, 

YOU'LL FIND— 


TO BE 


THERE'S YOUR QUARTERS, А-89. 


THERE'S A BRIEFING CARD IN THE 
PLAYER. GET FAMILIAR WITH THE 


FLOOR. YOUR ORDERLY IS 
ОМ CALL. 


I WOULD 
PREFER TO MEET 

COLONEL DOCTOR 

CHURCH AND GET 
BROUGHT UP TO 


ADMIRAL 
THAVES, I AM 
HERE TO WORK WITH 
COLONEL DOCTOR 
CHURCH, AM I 
NOTZ 


CRESPI, YOU HAVE AT YOUR 
DISPOSAL THE BIGGEST RE- 
SEARCH AREA ON THIS 
STATION. YOU'LL HAVE 
PLENTY OF TIME TO SET UP 
AND RLIN ANY OPERATION 


SPEED RIGHT 
AWAY, SIR. 


YOU WANT. FOR NOW, THOLIGH, 
WHY DON'T YOU 
RELAX? 


WELL, I'M SORRY 
TO HAVE TO INFORM YOU 
THAT CHURCH HAS DETERMINED 
THAT HE DOESN'T NEED A NEW 
SECOND-IN-COMMAND. ВИТ 
DON'T WORRY! YOU'LL HAVE 


А БІТ BLUNT 
MYSELF, SIR, ALL I 
WANT ТО ОО 15 MEET 


COLONEL DOCTOR 
CHURCH AND GET 
TO WORK. 


зе I 
RESPECTFULLY 
REQUEST THAT I 
MEET WITH COLONEL 
DOCTOR CHURCH 

IMMEDIATELY. 


% ADMIRAL THAVES, I HAVE MY 
A ASSIGNMENT, ANO І INTEND 
REQUEST f eee TO PERFORM IT. IF T MUST 
DENIED. PETITION SUPERCEDING 
AUTHORITY TO DO SO, 
І WILL. 


OH, MY GOLLY. 

A TOUGH GUY. ISN'T 
THAT FINE Z WHY DON'T 
YOU GO RELAX IN YOUR 
QUARTERS WHILE I GO 

DISCUSS THIS WITH 
COLONEL DOCTOR 
5 Сниксн? 


777 2% 
COLONEL 
DOCTOR 
№ CRESPIZ/| 


COLONEL сж 
DOCTOR CHURCH 


REQUESTS YOUR | 
COMPANY IN 1-67, 
X SECTOR D. 


A” 


TELL HIM 
THANKS FOR THE 
LOUSY BUGGY 

RIDE. 


COLONEL. 
DOCTOR CRESPIZ 
I'M PAUL CHURCH 
WON'T YOLI COME 
INT 


MEAN YOUR TRIP 
HERE. I MEAN THE 
MONTHS AHEAD. SHALL 
THEY BE PLEASANT » 


MY RESEARCH 
HAS BEEN DOWN- 
SIZED. HARDLY ENOUGH 
TO KEEP ME ENGAGED. 


SPACEBORNE VIRUS 
TYPING w 


PLEASE, 
SIT DOWN, 
po. 


سیا 


UNEVENTFUL 

AS ONLY COLD 

SLEEP CAN 
Ве. 


THINGS ARE PRETTY WELL 
ESTABLISHED IN THEIR COURSE 
HERE, CRESPI. IT'S ALL 
ROUTINE AT THIS POINT. ІТ 
WASN'T NECESSARY FOR YOLI 
TO BE SENT TO REPLACE 
LENNOX. I TOOK STEPS 
т 


IF HE HADN'T DIED. 

WHEN HE DID, HE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED. 
NOTHING FOR НІМ TO DO HERE, 

NOTHING FOR VOLI ТО DO 

THE! 


I UNDERSTAND 
ONE OF YOUR VIRUSES 
PUSHED COLONEL DOCTOR 
LENNOX'S BRAIN OUT THE 


BACK OF HIS HEAD. 


OH, NO, 
CRESPI. WHAT 
А MACABRE 

NOTION. VIRUSES 
ARE LITTLE 


CHURCH, MY TOLERANCE 
FOR BALONEV 15 PRACTICALLY Ë 7 
NIL. IF YOU WON'T SHOOT OF YOUR LEAGUE 
STRAIGHT WITH ME, YOU CRESPI. YOUR SUPERIORS 
CAN EXPLAIN WHY TOA 77 НАМЕ TOSSED YOU INTO 
BOARD OF REVIEW. OTHER BOYS THE INNOMINATA LIKE 
Pre io CAVE MEN THROWING 
la DOG ме 
GOING TO CALL DAD. ЕТСЯ THEIR 
I'M DISAPPOINTED REFLECTIONS. 
BY YOUR LACK OF 
RESOURCEFUL- 


COME ON, 
LET'S GO. TLL 
SHOW VOLI MY 


\ 


S AUTHORIZED 
ч “А ‘LY HMMMMM 


OH, THERE'S 
NO HURRY mr 
ве Ритон @ 
THE BIOSCAN 
ASAP, OF 
COURSE 


сара 


15 COLONEL РОСТОК | 
CRESPI. HELL BE 
WORKING WITH ME 


паб 


LET МЕ REMIND 


WE'LL SEE 
HOW THINGS 
WORK OUT. 


YOU, CHURCH, THAT YOU 
ARE NOT MY SUPERIOR 
OFFICER, ALL THIS L-AT- 
ERAL OBSTRUCTION 15 

GOING TO SERVE 


CAN YOU 
STILL GET GOOD 
CHOCOLATE ON 
EARTH? I HEARD 
THEY'D STOPPED 


HOW LONG 
DO YOU THINK 
YOU COULD GET 
AWAY WITH 
THIS? 


YOU HAVE 
ONE HELL OF A 
LOT OF NERVE, 

CHURCH 


* 
ACCEPT ТНЕ 
COMPLIMENT, 
CRESPI 


HAVE YOU EVER 
HAD TO TESTIFY AGAINST 
A PERSONAL FRIEND 7 L 
COULDN'T MAKE MYSELF 


WON'T YOU 
LET THIS SPUNKY 
LITTLE FELLOW INTO 
YOUR HEART 2 


WHAT m 
WHAT IF IT 
IT CAN'T JUMP 
дит? 


DON'T WORRY, CRESPI. 
THERE'S A FORCE FIELD, OF 
COURSE. AND THE PIT 15 THIRTY 
FEET DEEP WITH NO PURCHASE. 
SOLID AĊID-NELTRALIZING 
ALLOV. 


SEE THE 
ELECTRODES ON THE 
WALLS Z THEY'RE MOTION- 
ACTIVATED. IF AN ALIEN 
ATTEMPTED TO JUMP, IT 
WOLILD NOT ONLY BE 
ELECTROCUTED 


THIS WILL 
GIVE YOL) AN IDEA OF 
THE EXTENT OF THIS 
OPERATION. 


THIS MUST 
UTILIZE HALF 
THE INNOMINATA'S 
NONRENEWABLE 
RESOURCES. 


TO TELL YOU THE 
TRUTH. WELL, I 
WOULDN'T MIND 
GIVING THAT THING 
А SHOCK OR TWO 
FOR AULD LANG 
SYNE MYSELF. I 
HAD A RLIN-IN 
WITH A FLOCK 
OF THOSE 
MONSTERS 
ONCE. 


WHY ARE 

YOU 50 EAGER 

TO HELP ME SHUT 
YOU DOWN Z 


IT'S NECESSARY 
TO ADMINISTER ELECTRIC 
SHOCKS PERIODICALLY WHEN 
THEY'RE IN CAPTIVITY. KEEPS 
THEM FROM GOING INTO 
А DORMANT STATE. 


I HAVE FOUR 
MORE ADULT SPECIMENS: 
ABOARD IN SEMICRYOGENIC. 
KENNELS. THEY DON'T LIVE LON 
ISOLATED FROM THEIR CLAN 
LIKE THIS. I HAVE ТО GET 
ALL I CAN OUTOF 
THEM. 


VES... NINE 
YEARS AGO ON 
SOLANO'S MOON 
THEY ATTACKED MY 
S@UADRON. KILLED 
EVERYONE BUT 
МЕ. 


WE KNEW THEY 
WERE DANGEROUS, 
OF COURSE, BUT I DIDN'T 
KNOW HOW THEY u. 
HOW THEY WERE. 


ALL I REMEMBER 
16 THAT SKIN, THAT 
STINK, FLASHES 
OF TUBES AND 
DROOL, AND THOSE 
TEETH. AND BLOOD 
MY CAPTAIN HAD 
HIS HEAD CORED 
LIKE AN APPLE. 


SAY, DIDN'T Г 
READ THAT YOU SURVIVED 
AN ENCOUNTER AS 


VERV 
GOOD HAWKS, 
THIS I$ COLONEL 
DOCTOR CRESPI. 
HE'S HERE ТО 
UNCOVER OUR 
ILLEGAL 
OPERATION. 


HOW DO you 
DO, SIR. ILLEGAL 
OPERATION? I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND. 


THAT'S ALL 
RIGHT, HAWKS. NEITHER 
DOES HE. JUST STEP OVER 


HERE, CRESPI. 


THAT 
СУ DOORLEADS ҸӘ 
ТО А МА2Е LET'S 
ONCE INSIDE, SEE IF you 
THE CREATURE CAN SECOND 
WILL BE CON- GUESS ITS 
FRONTED WITH | BEHAVIOR. 
CHOICES. 


NOW, СКЕЗРІ, THAT ALIEN 
15 STARVING, AND AS YOU MAY 
KNOW, ALIENS ARE VERY FOND 
OF PIG. WHAT WILL 
IT DOF 


YES, 
ALIENS DON'T 
HAVE EYES. 

THEY CAN'T BE 
FOOLED BY 
HOLOGRAMS. 


THERE'S 
А MAN IN 
THERE Z 


BUT DON'T 
WORRY; I'VE TAKEN 
EVERY PRECAUTION. WHEN 
THE ALIEN ATTACKS, THE 
AUTOMATIC SENSORS WILL 
ACTIVATE THE ELECTRODES. 


I KNOW ІТ WON'T RETREAT, BUT m 

I THINK IT'LL ATTACK THE PIG, 

EAT, AND THEN ATTACK THE 
MAN. 


I BELIEVE THEY DON'T CONSIDER 
THEMSELVES 45 INDIVIDUALS. 
THEY FIGHT FOR THEIR SPECIES, 
NOT THEMSELVES. THEY CANNOT 
BE FRIGHTENED, INTIMIDATED 
OR BRIBED INTO NOT ATTACKING. 
PAIN, FATIGUE, OVERWHELMING 
ODDS ... NOTHING MITIGATES 
THEIR AGRESSION. 


AS YOu 
CAN SEE, IT'S 
UP AND AT ЕМ 
AGAIN. 


AS YOU SAW, 
IT DIDN'T HESITATE. 
IT WILL STARVE TO DEATH 
BEFORE IT WILL NEGLECT 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
ATTACK AN ENEMY. 


AND IN 
A MINUTE IT 
WILL HAVE TO 
MAKE ANOTHER 
CHOICE. 


522% THAT SMALL TLINNEL- 
HERE IT IS LEADS TO A STORAGE 
CONFRONTED WITH A ROOM. THE ALIEN CAN 
CHOICE BETWEEN FOOD AND SENSE THAT DOWN THAT 
THE POSSIBILITY OF TUNNEL THERE ARE NO 
ESCAPE. MEN. IF IT WANTS ТО 
ESCAPE, THAT'S THE 
м. ROUTE ТО TAKE. 


THAT'S CAN'T LET 
JUST ABOUT IT EAT TOO MUCH. 
ENOUGH. IF IT GORGES IN ITS 
WEAKENED CONDITION, 
IT MAY DIE. 


> I DON'T THINK 
IT'S A FORM OF PLAY, 
EXACTLY, BLIT THEY DO 
SEEM хо ENJOY 
р 


ші 

YOU NOTICED THAT 

IT DIDN'T JUST KILL 
THAT PIG. IT PRACTICALLY 


STIMULATE THEM TO MAKE 
ESPECIALLY MESSY 
KILLS. 


HUNDREDS OF TESTS? 
OUT OF THE DOZENS OF ALIENS? 
HUNDREDS OF SIMILAR TESTS WHAT YOU'RE TELLING 
I'VE RUN ON DOZENS OF ALIENS, МЕ 15 TANTAMOUNT 
THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A ТО А CONFESSION, 
SINGLE DEVIATION FROM CHURCH. 
THIS RULE. 


IT'S NOT REPETITIOUS. 
EACH TIME THE MAZE 
BUT LET'S 
OVERLOOK THAT FOR 
THE TIME BEING. YOU'VE 16 BUILT INTO IT. 
DETERMINED SOME EXTREMELY 7 
SIMPLE BEHAVIOR PATTERNS. TM هوس‎ Pid 
WHAT 15 THE POINT OF SO VIEW THAT WILL 
MUCH REPEAT EXPERI- SETA NEW 
MENTATION? STANDARD OF 
BIOANALYSIS. 


Now 
YOU'LL SEE 
SOMETHING 
INTEREST- 
د‎ ING. 


NEITHER MAN 19 ARMED, BUT 
THE ONE IN THE BACK 15 FULL 
OF FITR, A TELEPATHINE THAT 
INDUCES A SENSE OF IN- 
VULNERABILITY AND INCREASED 
MENTAL STRENGTH. 


THE OTHER 
MAN IS COLD SOBER 
AND, AS YOU CAN SEE, 
SCARED WHIZLESS. 


THERE, 
CRESPILDID 


d WHAT I SAW. THE ALIEN‏ سي 


NOT QUITE, 

FIRST, ІТ WENT FOR THE 
SCARED MAN. WHATCALISED 
IT TO PAUSE WAS THE WILL 
OF THE DRUGGED 
AN. 


ALIENS COMMUNICATE WITH 
EACH OTHER TELEPATHICALLY. 
THEY CAN SENSE FEAR IN 
OTHER ANIMALS. МУ 
WORKING HYPOTHESIS 
15 THAT THEY CAN 
PSYCHICALLY ‘SEE’ 
THE MINDS OF MEN, 
BUT CANNOT 
UNDERSTAND 

THEM. 


I'M NOT SURE 


STARTED TO ATTACK BLIT THEN 
ACTED AS IF IT CHANGED 4 
ITS MIND. 


т BUT WHAT? you 
suPPose JUST SAW THAT ALIEN WAVER 
THATS DURING AN ATTACK. HAVE YOU 
PLAUSIBLE, EVER HEARD OF SLICH A THING 
вит-- - BEFORE F NO, YOU HAVEN'T. ВИТ 
THAT MAN UNDER THE INFLU- 
ENCE OF £/7€ WAS WILLING 
THE ALIEN TO STOP ITS 
ATTACK m AND IT DID! 


THIS AND PREVIOUS IF IT'S TRUE, 
EXPERIMENTS INDICATE THAT I'LL PROVE IT. THIS RESEARCH 
А WEAKENED ALIEN CAN HAVE HAS JUST BEGUN. SYNTHETIC Е 
ITS ACTIONS INFLUENCED BY WAVES / ALIENS REDUCED ТО 
А HUMAN MIND IN AN FAWNING PLIPPIES AT THE TOLICH 
EXALTED STATE. OF A PAD! ENTIRE HIVES 
TURNED TO PETTING 
20051 


IF WHAT 
YOU'RE SAYING 
15 TRUE ,,, THE 
IMPLICATIONS-- 


«ТОР INVESTIGATIVE 
TOO ESOTERIC MEN SENT TO SEE HOW 
FOR TRADITIONAL- MUCH CAN BE FOUND 
VENUES OF RESEARCH, 
ЕН? RISKY, MESSY, IN- 
CONCLUSIVE, POSSIBLY 
IMMORAL . PROFOUND 
POTENTIAL FOR MISUSE m 
A PEARL BEYOND PRICE. 
SECRETS COLINTERMAND- 
ING SECRETS. 
OFFICIAL SMOKE- 
SCREENS n 


CREW MEMBERS HAVE DIED 
DURING THE COLIRSE OF 


Е YOUR RESEARCH? 


WE HAVE YOU CODED 
INTO THE BIOSCAN 
LOCK NOw Z 


EXCUSE ME, SOMETHING'S WRONG, 
COLONEL DOCTOR THEN, SIR— THE DOOR 
CHURCH— WAS THE š TO KENNEL 4 15 OPEN 
SPECIMEN IN KENNEL 4 ) AND THE ALIEN 15 
TRANSFERRED? GONE 


WILLIAMS, SECURE THE FLOOR, 

THEN GET TO THE SYSTEMS 
MONITORS, BRIGGS, INFORM 
ADMIRAL THAVES. WEBSTER, 
GET ME A HEAD 5 


SM ж 3 
x — 
SECURE E ji 
THIS DOOR. GET 
REINFORCEMENTS 
AND COVER THE LAB 
РЕФ МЕТЕВ: A 


THE ALIENS 2 COLONEL 
ARE ALL WEARING DOCTOR CHURCH, 
TRACKING DEVICES, ALL PERSONNEL ARE 
50 IT'S JUSTA ACCOUNTED FOR 7 MORTENSON Я 
MATTER OF m EXCEPT LIEUTENANT ٩ ON CAMERA ! I'LL 
MORTENSON, d Û ENO THE 


O, WHERE, 


THERE 0 | MORTENSON PANICS, THAT THING 
ARE THE ٢٢ WILL BE ON HIM LIKE A 
KENNELE E 7 DOWAGER ОМ А PATTY 
ALIENS 
^ AND 
THERE'S 
MORTENSON. 
WHAT THE 
DEVIL 15 HE 
DOING? 


MORTENSON, 
THIS 15 
COLONEL DOCTOR, YES, SIR, 
CHURCH COLONEL DOCTOR 
CHURCH. 


І WANT УОЦ ТО 
GO DIRECTLY TO THE 
COMPRESSOR ROOM 
IN ST 12. 


NITWIT DOING 
FUTZING AROUND: 
WITH THOSE 
suits? 


YES, SIR. 
ANYTHING 


I'M HERE, > å YES. 
SIR. ро You N GIVE THANKS. 


BEHIND УОП 
AND LOCK IT, 
PLEASE. 


ot هې‎ 

* STATIONS $. 

ORDERS, SIR. Ñ 
' 


HAWKINS. YOU AND инв 
STOCKDALE, SUIT UP 
AND SUBDUE THAT WHAT WAS 
CREATURE THAT MAN DOING 
DOWN THERE IN THE 
р FIRST PLACE? 


STATION'S ORDERS, 


CHURCH, 
WHATEVER I EXPECT THE 
HE WAS DOING RESULTS OF A 
THERE 19 NOW COMPREHENSIVE 
A MATTER OF INVESTIGATION IN 
SECONDARY МУ HANDS IN 
IMPORTANCE. TEN HOURS. 


MCGUINNESS, 
BLACKMAN, YOU AND 
MCGUINNESS CONFIRM THAT 
THE ALIEN HAS BEEN RE- 
CONFINED AND THEN I 
WANT YOU TO CORDON OFF 
SECTOR 57 AND BEGIN 
A SURFACE ANALYSIS. 


BLACKMAN, 
YOU AND... LIH, WHO 
ARE YOU? SHARON 
MEGUINNESS, 
TFC, SIR. 


CRESPI, I'LL 
MEET YOU IN THE 
LAB IN TWELVE 
HOURS. 


WILLIAMS, 
CLEAN AND CLOSE 
THE LAB. І WANT 
LIVE GUARDS AT THE Å 


CERTAINLY. 


IT'S 
LIEUTENANT 
MCGUINNESS, 
SIR. 


I THOUGHT YOU'D STILL 
BE AT THE ACCIDENT 
SITE 


WE DID SOME 
PRELIM AND 
SPECIFICATION, AND 
NOW THE SWEEPS 


ITGETS WORSE. 
MORTENSON WAS 
THERE CHANGING THE 
DE-CON SUIT FILTERS ON 
STATION'S ORDERS, ALL 
RIGHT. THE KENNEL DOOR 
LOCK WAS OPENED BY 
THE STATION TOO. 


YOU HAVE IT. 
SLIB-ROSA, MCGUINNESS. 
DON'T GET CAUGHT. REPORT 

ONLY TO ME. DO YOU 


THE TRACKING 
DEVICE ON THE ESCAPED 
ALIEN HAD BEEN CUTOFF, 
CUT, AS WITH A BLADE. IT 
WAS IN THE BREAKER 
ROOM. NO ALIEN 
RESIDUE 


YOU'RE 
SAYING THIS WAS 
A DELIBERATE 

KILLING? 


IT SURE 
LOOKS THAT 
\ WAY. 


т WANT 
THIS TO BE 


IN THE 
GENERATOR ROOM 
WE FOUND A SUBSTANCE 
SMEARED ON THE PIPES 
WHERE THE ALIEN WAS 
HIDING. SMELLED LIKE 
PHEROMONE. 


I DONT \ 
THINK $ WANT 
TO HEAR 
THIS. 


YOU'RE A CLASS 
THREE SYSTEMS TECH 
CAN YOU UNSCRAMBLE 
THE STATION CODE 
AND TRACE THAT 
ORDER ON THE 
MAINLINE? 


WITHOUT 
AUTHORIZA- 
том 


OUR LITTLE 
SECRET. 


UNDERSTAND? 


سم 


І UH, CAN'T SAY 

X KNEW MORTENSON 
WELL, OR THAT I REALLY 
WANTED TO. I THINK MOST 
ANYONE WOULD AGREE 

THAT WE WERE VERY 

UNLIKE ONE 
ANOTHER. 


IT'S BEEN SAID THAT THERE |5 
MORE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
TWO MEN THAN BETWEEN TWO 
ANIMALS OF DIFFERENT SPECIES. 
X BELIEVE ТНАТ, ВИТ T FEEL 
THAT MORTENSON AND L 
SHARED SOMETHING THAT MADE 
US BROTHERS: OUR 


NOW EVERYTHING 
THAT WAS A MAN IN НІМ 16 AT 
AN END. NO MORE SATISFACTION 
FOR НІМ, NO MORE FRUSTRATION, 
NO MORE JOY, NO MORE 


IF WE HAD EVER 
COMPARED OUR LIFE 
STORIES, WE WOULD HAVE 
FOUND MUCH IN COMMON. 
WE EACH EXPERIENCED 
THE STRANGE IGNORANCE 
OF CHILDHOOD, THE DIFF- 
ICULTIES OF YOUNG MAN- 
HOOD, THE SACRED 
ACHINGS THAT CAME 
WITH FIRST 
LOVE. 


WE CONSIGN 
HIS REMAINS TO THE 
VOID. THERE I$ NOTHING 
MORE TO BE SAID. GOOD- 
BYE, MORTENSON. 


TAKE THE 
BODY TO THE 
DISCHARGE 
Bay. 


А MINUTE, COLONEL 
DOCTOR CHURCH. 
MORTENSON 
SIGNED AN ORGAN DONOR’ 
RELEASE. YOU MIGHT WANT 
TO KEEP THE BODY FOR... 
RESEARCH, SPARE 
RETINAS и 


THAT'S : 
LINNECESSARY, ei 

ADMIRAL THAVES. 
DON'T you 


PROTOCOL 
DICTATES -- DARE RECITE THE 
DAMN bora воок 


IT'S YOUR CALL, A FINE, FINE. 
THOUGHT | SHOOT HIS ASS FULL 
OF DIAMONDS WHILE 
YOU'RE AT IT. 
MILITARY 


I RESPECTFULLY 
SUBMIT THAT BLIRIAL IN SPACE 
WITH MILITARY HONORS IS 
APPROPRIATE. 


TUBE. I'LL COUPLE OF FULL SHIFTS, 
CRESPI. WHY DON'T YOU GO 
HAVE YOURSELF SOME 
R ANDR? 


BRING HIM TO < | Hi 
THE DISCHARGE YOU'VE HAD A ч 
О 


YOU ,, ABOUT THE 
TRUNK LINE. 


I'VE 
FOLIND OLIT SOME 
DISTURBING THINGS, 
SIR, BLIT BEFORE I 
TELL YOU, I HAVE TO 
COME CLEAN 


DAVID TRIED REPEATEDLY 
TO HAVE HIMSELF TRANS- 
FERRED, BUT COULD 
NEVER GET THE ORDERS. 
SOMETHING WAS 
HAPPENING 

HERE. 


WE CAN 
TALK IN PRIVATE 
OVER THERE. 


ON THE 
TRANSPORT SHIP 
YOU ASKED WHY г VOL- 
UNTEERED FOR DUTY ON 


THE INNOMINATA. I DIDN'T 


TELL YOU, BLIT THERE 
16 А REASON 


HE TRIED 
TO SEND MEA 
CODED MESSAGE BUT 
ІТ ARRIVED SCRAMBLED. 
THEN I WAS TOLD THAT HE 
HAD DIED OF A HEART 
ATTACK w ON BOARD THE 
INNOMINATA. 


THE MAN 
YOU WERE SENT HERE 
TO REPLACE, DAVID LENNOX, 
WAS MY... FIANCE, I GUESS YOL 
COULD SAY. HE HAD BEEN 
CHURCH'S RESEARCH PARTNER 
FOR SIX YEARS WHEN 


SHORTLY AFTER, MY АРАЕТ- 
MENT WAS BURGLARIZED. 
EVERYTHING HE'D EVER SENT 
TO ME WAS TAKEN. EVERY- 
THING, EVEN LOVE LETTERS. 
I WANT ТО „ NO, I NEED TO 
KNOW WHAT HAPPENED 


I'M CERTAIN 
DAVID DIDNT DIE 
OFA HEART 

ATTA 


LENNOX WAS does 


THE LITTLE FACT- 
STUPID ТО SEND YOU EASY, Now. 
8 D INFORMATION. AND FINDING FOR YOU, DON'T У, д 


YOU'RE SUPREMELY STUPID 1 FORSET, iN WHAT INE 222 
ТО BE HERE ON YOUR OWN FOUND OUT? 
LITTLE FACT- FINDING 
MISSION 


WELL, FIRST OF ALL, I COULON'T TRACE 2 
THE STATION ORDER THAT RELEASED THE PSS HOLD ON TO YOUR HAT. 
ALIEN THAT KILLED MORTENSON. THERE'S ==>) THIRTY-FOUR DEATHS IN 
A CODED MASTER RECORD, OF COURSE р THE nn gn 
I'M TRYING TO CRACK IT, ВИТ I DON'T 3 

я | THE CREW MEMBER 
KNOW IF I САМ. IT'S REAL DIRTY. MEDICAL REC oes AVE 


BEEN ALTERED. NO TELL- / | IMPOSSIBLE 
ING WHY 'TIL-I BUST 
THAT CODE 


HAVE A NUMBER 
FOR CREW MEMBER 
FATALITIES 7 


ELEVEN DEATHS A YEAR? j PERHAPS THEY'RE 

AND ONLY ONE SHUTTLE COMING IN ON THE THREE 

HERE AND BACK PER UNSCHEDULED SHUTTLES THAT IT'S ALL IN THE 

YEAR? IT DOESNT ADD HAVE BEEN ARRIVING HERE STATION MAINLINE. WHAT- 

ЦР/ WHERE ARE RE- EACH YEAR FOR THE PAST EVER'S GOING ON HERE HAS 

PLACEMENTS COMING FIVE YEARS. : SUPPORT FROM HIGH ЦР, 
FROM? 


SON OF A PRICK! 7 І APOLOGIZE ٩ 
FOR THAT, YES, BY 
DO YOU WANT ALL MEANS 
ME TO CONTINUE, IN CONTINUE. 
MY SUPREMELY STUPID 


WAY, TO TRY TO GET INTO 
THE CODED MASTER 
RECORD, SIR? 


CENTRAL 7 THIS 
15 CRESPI. I'LL 


FRUIT VIELDS А BRIGHT YELLOW | 
OIL WHICH m 


200 


I DON'T NEED TO TELL YOU ТО 
BE DAMN CAREFUL WHEN YOU'RE 
DIGGING INTO THE STATION SYSTEM. 
BUT IF YOU'RE CAUGHT, ГЦ- 


INT 
GET CAUGHT, 
MCGUINNESS. 


ээ 
` 
боор MORNING, y 
NEIGHBORSI 


SHAME ON 
YOU FOR SCARING 
THAT NICE LADY, 

TRIXIEL BAD 


DOGGIE! 


CHURCH, WHAT IN 
THE HOLY HELL ARE 
YOU DOING FL 


WHAT FOR Z HOW ABOUT 
ІМРЕОРЕК HANDLING OF 
CONTRABAND LIFE FORMS, 
RECKLESS ENDANGERMENT, 
FELONY JEOPARDIZATION, 
BIO-TERRORISM, CON- 
DLICT UNBECOMING TO 
AN OFFICER AND CRIM- 
INAL INSANITY Z£ 


E 


COME ALONG. 
TAFFY. DON'T STOP 
AT EVERY 
HYDRANT. 


II SHOULD ARREST 
TAKING LITTLE YOU ON THE 


TOODLES FOR 


Im I WAS MERELY 
TRYING TO MAKE А 
POINT. 


WHAT IN 
THE NAME OF 
BUDDHA COULD 
THAT ВЕ? 


YOU MEAN, NO 3 
ONE APPRECIATED MY 
DEMONSTRATION 7 


7 THAT г HAVE 
THESE CREATURES LINDER 


\ МУ COMPLETE CONTROL. ТНЕУ х 


OFFER NO THREAT. 


TELL THAT TO 
MORTENSON 


I THINK 
COLONEL DOCTOR 
CHURCH IS A FEW 
BRAS 5НОЕТ ОҒА 

TROUSSEAU. 


MORTENSON 
WAS A FOOL WHO. 
GOT HIMSELF KILLED 
BY BEING WHERE HE HAD 
NO BUSINESS BEING. 


N BLACKMAN, PREPARE THE 


HOLDING CELL. 


BACK TO MY QUARTERS, 


MCGUINNESS. WE'LL 
TALK LATER. 


YES, IT'S 


CHURCH. SORRY 
TO DISTURB 


YOU mr 


m BUT THE ALIEN 


WHAT 15 
IT DYING OF 了 


WHO KNOWS 7 
TOO LONG AWAY FROM 
THE HIVE, TOO LONG AWAY 
FROM THE QUEEN .. OLD AGE, 
DISCOURAGEMENT « IN 
CAPTIVITY THEY JUST 
DIE, AS L TOLD 


ZOO 


THEY 
зизт DIE. 


LOOK AT IT, WHEN MEN FIRST 
СКЕЗРІ. DOES YOUR LOOKED INTO THE OUTER VOID, 
HEART KNOW THIS MONSTER? INTO SPACE, THEY LOOKED INTO 


DO YOU SEE THE DESPERATE 5 THE SOUL OF THIS SOLILLESS CREATURE. 
FEAR OF YOUR FATHERS IN 2 WHEN MEN KILL EACH OTHER, AND HURT 
ITS BLIND, DESTROYER'S THEIR CHILDREN, AND CLOSE THEIR EYES 
SO THAT GOOD WILL NOT DISTRACT 
THEM, THEY ARE WORSHIPPING 
THAT CREATURE 


IN THEIR HEARTS, 
ALL MEN WOLILD LIKE TO ВЕ 
LIKE THIS ONE : HIDEOLISLV STRONG, FP ODE. 
UNCHAINED BY CONSCIENCE, CHARGED OU DARE 
BY THE BLACK HEART OF THE 
br COSMOS TO GO FORTH AND 4 
ANNIHILATE 


< 
< 
“б 


N 


NOW COMES THE 
DISSECTION. 
FLATLINER, 
SIR. 

THANK YOU, 
STOCKDALE. HAVE 
THE BODY BROUGHT 

TO BLAB, 

PLEASE 


ET 


б 
! 
22222 EN 


CONTRARY, Г 
AMAZINGLY LIN: 
CONFINING. 
YOUR OWN 
DESIGN Z 


FA 


YES. THE WELL- 
KNOWN MOTHER OF INVENTION 
WAS MY MUSE. STOCKDALE, 
HAND ME THE BRETZ SAW, 


N 


THIS ORGAN 
IS WHAT INTERESTS 
ME MOST. 


ITS BODY ACIDS 
HAVE BEEN DRAINED 
AND REPLACED WITH 
NEUTRALIZING AGENT. 
STILL, WE NEVER KNOW 
WHAT WE MIGHT RUN INTO. /4 
A LITTLE POCKET OF HOT 
JUICE, А SPURTING 
GLAND. 
І 
HOPE THIS 
PROTECTIVE 


EVER SEEN 


INSIDE ONE OF THESE, 
CRESPI? 


X THINK IT'S 
THE ALIEN PSYCHIC RECEIVER. 
THE FULLERITE AND HURLANTILIM 
PICK HP E-WAVES AND THE BINARY 
FANS CREATE INTERFERENCE 
PATTERNS FROM ELECTRO- 
MAGNETIC FIELDS. 


THE SURFACE 
15 LINED WITH COMPOLIND 
CELLS OF FULLERITE-ENCASED 
HURLANTILIM. THE INTERNAL 
STRUCTURE 16 SOLID NEURONS 


SO IT WOULD 
NOT ONLY RECEIVE 
BRAINWAVES BLIT ENABLE 
THE ALIEN TO ASSESS AN- 
OTHER ANIMAL'S PHYSICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS BY 


EXACTLY! 

THAT'S WHY STRONG 
ELECTROMAGNETIC. 
FIELDS REALLY AFFECT 
ALIENS и GIVES "ЕМ THE 

EQUIVALENT OF AN 
ICE-CREAM HEAD- 
ACHE. 


THING HAS WITHERED. 
IN HEALTHY SPECIMENS 
IT'S MORE BULBOUS, FILLS 
THE CAVITY TIGHTLY. Вит 
IN A LANGUISHING 
CAPTIVE, IT 


SEEING ITS SUBTLE 


WHICH COULD 
EXPLAIN WHY THE 
CREWMAN LINDER THE 
INFLUENCE OF THE TELE- 
PATHINE WAS ABLE TO 
AFFECT THE ALIEN'S 
BEHAVIOR! 


ATROPHIES. 


ILL 
REMEMBER 
THAT. 


== 


WAIT 
FULLERITE AND 
HURLANTILM CAN BE 
SYNTHESIZED! 


AND THIS... 

RECEIVER IS 
WHERE THE CREW- 
MAN TUNED IN. 
THAT 15, IF YOUR 

SURMISAL I$ 


CORRECT-- т SEEMS 


50 OBVIOLIS, 


HAVE YOU TRIED ТО RE- 

CONSTRUCT ITIN A COLD 

TANK FOR IN А COMPUTER 
MODEL Z 


NOT VET. 
THE MOLECULAR 
STRUCTURE 15 ТОО 
COMPLICATED ТО BE 
DUPLICATED THROUGH 
TRADITIONAL GEL- 
IDIFICATION. 


I DONT HAVE 
SUFFICIENT 
STRUCTURAL- 


THIS PSYCHIC SENSE 
ORGAN 15 ONLY PART 
OF THE PICTURE. THIS 
STRUCTURE HERE 15 VERY 
LIKE A CEREBELLUM, 
вит I DON'T THINK 
Т 15. 


THIS IS ДЫ 
ARTICULATION. 
WE HAVE TO CUT 
AROUND IT. THOSE 
WHITE SACS FORMA 
RECEPTOR BODY. WE 
WANT TO REMOVE 
ІТ INTACT. 


WELL, LET'S GET THAT 
MISSING DATA AND BUILD 


ONE OF THESE THINGS! T MEANS 


I CONSIDER THIS 
RESEARCH TOO IMPORTANT 
NOT TO RECEIVE FULL 
YOU JUST ATTENTION. 
SAID "LET'S," CRESPI. 
DOES THAT MEAN YOU 
NO LONGER CONSIDER 
THIS AN ILLEGAL 

OPERATION? 


729” THERE IS AN 
ENORMOUSLY COMPLEX 
NEUROLOGICAL STRUCTURE 
IN THE DORSAL REGION THAT 
I SUSPECT 15 WHAT THE 
ALIEN HAS INSTEAD 
OF A BRAIN. 


MY GODL 


222 WELL, LET'S 


AS WELL PREPARE 
YOURSELF FØR THE 
LONG HAUL, CRESPI. 

THIS МАУ ТАКЕ 


овкне 
TOGETHER, YOU 
SAY 7 WELL, THAT'S 
FINE / 


IF WE CAN 
USE ONE MORE 
SPECIMEN І CAN GET 
SIXTEEN DIFFERENT. 
MODELS ON RE-QUAD, 
NO PROBLEM 


4 | Ive JUST SPENT 
COLONEL SIX HOURS WATCH- 
DOCTOR CRESPI! ING COLONEL OPENED DOORS TO 
I NEED TO SPEAK WITH DOCTOR CHURCH TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION 
YOU. I'VE FOUND OUT SOME- IN ACTION AND THE THAT BORDERS ON THE MYSTICAL 
THING IMPORTANT MAN IS, TO USE A THE WORK HE IS DOING HERE 
ABOUT CHURCH. MUCH-ABLISED TERM | WILL CHANGE THE FACE OF 


A GENIUS. ` SCIENCE FOREVER. 


I REALIZE YOU HAD PERSONAL 
MOTIVATIONS, BUT CHURCH IS A 
TOTAL PROFESSIONAL. AS OF THIS HE'S TOYING 
MOMENT YOU WILL DESIST WITH YOU, SIR. THE 
SPYING AROUND. UNDER- Ё ALIEN RESEARCH |5 ONLY 
SIR, L'VE BEEN ў А SMALL PART OF WHAT HE'S 
PIRATING THE STATION ` НИ DOING HERE. THE STATION 
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM Eu RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS 
I'VE FOLLOWED CHURCH'S Е A DON'T JIBE WITH CON- 
EVERY MOVE FOR THE PAST 2 2 
EIGHTEEN HOURS. І 
WATCHED VOLI AND 
HIM DISSECT THE 
ALIEN 


SOMETHING ON BOARD THE 
INNOMINATA 15 LISING ALMOST CHURCH наз 
A THIRD AGAIN AS MUCH A HIDDEN OPERATION 
POWER AS ALL KNOWN SYS- ON BOARD, SIR. SOME: 
TEMS, INCLUDING THE ALIEN THING біб. SOMETHING НЕ 
LAB, COMBINED. DOESN'T WANT YOU TO FIND. 
: HE'S ENGAGED YOUR 
INTEREST IN THE ALIEN 
RESEARCH TO THROW 
YOU OFF THE 


MCGUINNESS, N % m BUT THAT'S 
YOU'RE А GOOD WHERE THE THIRTY 
PERCENT POWER OVERAGE 


SOLDIER. DO YOU 
KNOW WHERE THIS IS GOING. CHURCH HAS HAD 
GHOST FACILITY Ч THREE DOUBLE-CODE SINGLE-ACCESS 
? LOCK DOORS INSTALLED АМО 
I THINK 50, IT'S МОТ ОМ THE STATION 
SIR. I BELIEVE IT'S MAINLINE AT 
LOCATED IN K LAB. > 
IT'S DESIGNATED AS 
A ZERO-G TEST 
FACILITY.» 


==" = 
OKAY. YOU'VE 229 CHURCH HAS HE'S ASLEEP 


CONVINCED ME TOOK SOMETHING 2 I 
HOw DO wE QE CAN T. ї AND HE'S OLIT LIKE dr 
GET INZ 1 А LIGHT. 2 ? 
CAN EXTRACT THE KEY. 2 SLATE? 
HE KEEPS IT IN HIS UNITY 
STATION. ON MY PIRATE 
MONITOR, I SAW HIM 
LEAVE IT ON THE 
CONSOLE 


THE BIOSCAN WON'T LET 
ME INTO CHURCH'S LINITY 
HOLE. YOU'LL HAVE 

TO DO IT. 


RIGHT BACK 
USE MY PRIVATE 
COM LINE IF ANY- 

THING COMES 


m KI КА = 
= Ud. = 
Е 


Al 
0 
м 


STOCKDALE, WE HAVE AN 
ALIEN IN THE ACCENTUATOR 
ИЙ | ROOM NEAR DOC'S UNITY 
A] | ROOM. IT'S BEEN ELECTRO- 
MAGGED, BUT YOU BETTER 
GET А FULL TEAM DOWN 
HERE IN RIOT GEAR. 


GENERATOR CONTROL. 
PANEL HADN'T BEEN OPEN ., 
YOU'RE A LUCKY MAN, 

SIR. 
SI 


ў. 


—— 
SIR? UH, 
WHERE ARE YOU 


UII ET 


Ся an de LG 


Гэ XA 
I OUGHT TO Jn 
SHOOT YOU ON THE = 
SPOT. لک‎ 

NOw IT 


1 


С 
ES аб 


за ЛА fag 
ji ENS TIA / 
1777 7 Uli == 
Y, м 
< > à 


SZ 


AN 
ГУ = 


) vi 


SEZ 
< € mat ою 


Жарғы 
1 


4 


YOU FOUND WHAT 

YOU WERE LOOKING 
FOR, DIDN'T YOU? 
ONLY YOU DON'T 
KNOW WHAT IT [5 
YOU'VE FOUND. 


NO, NOT 
A SYNTH. ASIDE 


å ANS 
wa 
T AND 
ME TELL 
WHAT НА 
TO ME. 
ы 
x= 


TFT THIRTY-TWO‏ یم سا 
Ler 1 EARS AGO THIS‏ 
you Va HAPPENED. GOD, IT'S‏ 
دل РРЕМЕО P ШША-лестове‏ 
WAS TWENTY...‏ 
JUST‏ 
ew ٢ Y=. 2‏ 1 
AW 2‏ 
ие = ЖА‏ 
її |‏ 


му PARENTS WERE TERRA 


WE seme Ду 
“р PARENTS ANO I тт 
CLOSE, AND THEIR CREW 
5 LIKE FAMIL 


ех! 


2225) ёна мае ALSO 
7 PROGI А 


кешн, 


IT WAS AN UNNATURAL 
LIFE FOR A YOUNG MAN, 
BUT I DIDN'T MIND. 


го ALWAYS WANTED TO SE 
BDEW ه٥‎ 2222257 
Å EN COTA РИ COAT MALL IT was 
А 
Я 
Дада 


WE HAD ONE STOP BEFORE 
RLW 1289, TO RETRIEVE A 
Я 7/ME вох FROM a MOON 
WHICH MY PARENTS HAD 
TERRAFORMED FIFTEEN 
YEARS PREVIOUSLY. 


LIMITS TO GENERAL TRAVEL, WE 
SUSPECTED PIRATES OR SMUGGLERS. 


WOULD HAVE LEFT 
SHORTLY AFTER- 


WE KNEW WHAT TO 
EXPECT: BRUTAL, 
BLOODY, TERRIFYING 


= 
ўна 222) 


ALIENS ARE USUALLY 
INDIFFERENT TO NON- 
ORGANIC BEINGS. 


HE DIDN'T STOP SCREAMING 
7 THEY PUSHED HIM INTO 
OF GREEN AND GREY 
SLIME WHICH SWARMED WITH 
TINY TADPOLE-LIKE CREATURES 


MY MINO 


ITSELF 


OR FIGHT. ALL I 
COULD PO was 
ONG FOR DEATH 
AND WAIT 70 SEE 
WHAT THEY WERE 


WITH THEM. 


FROM THAT MOMENT FORWARD, 
z мі EYES AND Å PEN 


FROM THE START, THIS 


: = HOPED THAT IF г COMPLIED, 
SEN а T ЕО BE SPARED OF THE PLAN MET WITH SUCCESS. 
WITH Å GUPREME TREATMENT THAT HAD MADE THE ALIENS DID NOT 
EFFORT OF Witt, Z PUT INHUMAN THINGS OF MOLEST ME AS LONG AS 

Я MY CREWMATES л I ANTICIPATED THEIR 
ACTIONS, 


MY FACE INTO THE POOL, 
ANO MADE A SHOW OF 
DRINKING EAGERLY. 


WHEN I SAW THEM DOING 
A TASK X THOUGHT L 
COULD EMULATE, SUCH AS 
FEEDING ONE OF THEIR 
MUTATING CAPTIVES ща 


I'O DO ANYTHING 
72 PROVE I WASNT 
А TROUBLEMAKER. 


SOON, THE ALIENS 
STOPPED GUARDING ME 
Бо CLOSELY AND I WAS 
ABLE TO INVESTIGATE 
MY SURROLINDINGS. 


Ñ 2 
мж 2 
4 Z ACTUALLY CONDLICTED 
" Y CRUDE EX) 2 
2 7 7 


OF THE SUBSTANCES ON 
ONE ANOTHER. 


I OBSERVED THAT А 
UBIQUITOUS BLACK MOLD 
PRODUCED TOXINS THAT WERE 
DESTROYING THE ALIENS. 


| 
а 


ж 


å 
4 


ОХ 
ep PENE 


۸ 
54 


VET WERE I WAS, 
SURVIVING AMONG 
THEM, SURREPTITIOUSLY | 
POISONING THEM, 
FOOLING THEM 


I HAD MORE 
KNOWLEDGE 
ABOUT THEM 
THAN ھ‎ 
ELSE ALIVE, 


| I HAD BEEN REARED TO 


BELIEVE THAT ALIENS WERE | 


ЇЙЛ THEY INVARIABLY 


DESTROYED ANY OTHER 


| L/EE-FORM THEY CAME 
|| 462055, THAT THEY 


WERE BEYOND HUMAN 
COMPREHENSION. 


TRUE, THEY WERE 
NOT NORMAL, 
HEALTHY ALIENS ; 
BUT THEY HAD 
BEEN BROUGHT 


AND Е COULD 
BRING ABOUT 
THEIR 
EXTINCTION IN 
THE UNIVERSE: 


den 7. ВК. id 


يې 
CONQ@UERABLE s‏ 


AND EVERY- 
THING WENT 
BLACK. 


THE ALIENS 


$ 
les 


EW 


IT FORCED 
MY LIPS AND JANS 


„АМО SHOVED 
ITS РЕОВЕ DONN 
MY TRACHEA ... 


Vi TA al 2 


„Ват THAT MERCIFIL- Аб т PULLED MYSELF 
Z THOUGHT I HAD AT سه‎ EMB AND ӨЙ ЕЕ FROM THE MALL, 
LAST BEEN KILLED. LN БУХ: 2 COULD FEEL THE HEAVY 


PARASITIC LOAD CRADLED 


1 ç TSA CN / وو/‎ IN MY CHEST. 
A 1 WG Z AN 


\ 
Y 
E 


I WANTED 
NOTHING M 
THAN TO 
ты 


mr META 
INSIDE 
THE HIVE. 


EE SLT а, За 

I FOUND MY WAY OUTSIDE. THE 

FRESH AIR, THE OPEN SPACE 

ANO THE LIGHT WERE SHOCKING ç 
72 MY RAVAGED SENSES. 


I PASSED THE SMUGGLER'S 
SWR AND RETURNED то 
THE INCUNABLL-LIM. 


IT WAS UNTOUCHED. 
POWER LEVELS FULL 
IT HLIMMED. 


TIVE. WAS MY HOMECOMING. 
OUR COMFORTABLE SHIP 


Д SWEET AND DEPENDABLE, 


E 

E 
£ 
Ë 


FULL OF WARM GHOSTS 
THAT LOVED ME 


Z THOUGHT OF MY FAMILY AND 

THOSE ALIENS AS THEY LAY 

DEAD TOGETHER, ALMOST IN 
EACH OTHER'S ARMS 


I SAW THE CALENDAR. 
I HAD BEEN IN THE 
HIVE FOR FORT Y-THREE 
TERRESTRIAL DAYS. 


IN DEATH, THEY WERE 
UNITED. I ALONE 
HAO EMERGED FROM 
THAT APOCALYPSE 
PERHAPS ... FOR A 
REASON 


SUDDENLY, Z WANTED. 
= 


AND I SENT 
A DISTRESS 
SIGNAL 


L PATCHED МУ 
WOLINOS, AND LISED IT WAS DEAD. DEAD 


THE LILTRASOUND ТО 
AM: ¡EN då AND ROTTING. 175 
per ey Meer А IMMEDIATE REMOVAL 
5 WAS IMPERATIVE . 


Z HAD NO SURGICAL 
EXPERIENCE AT ALL, 
BUT I GATHERED 
WHAT INFORMATION 
AND TOOLS Z COULD, 


COMPLETELY 


№ 
۸ “А s¿ccess=a- 
4 
“ 


I GUESS I HAD | | 
AKNACK FOR 
SURGER) 


- 


THE COMPANY 
CONSIDERED MY EXPERIENCE 
MOST VALUABLE 


as 
COMPENSATION 
FOR MY ORDEAL IN 
THE SERVICE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT, I WAS 
GRANTED А FULL 
BIOMECHANICAL 
MAKEOVER. 


Ive 
Дъ > BEEN 
THE RESCUE PARTY : Ad 
ARRIVED A MONTH x 3 цем 
LATER. I MET 
THEM ON MY OWN |> š ; SINCE. 
TWO FEET, BUTI | — 
WAS AN Sora Z WAS DEBRIEFED AT 
ee LENGTH. IT TURNED OUT 
ЕЕ THAT THE SMUGGLERS — 
ASPIRING "BUG FARMERS" — 
WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE HIVE, 


THERE ARE 
NO LAWS THAT GOVERN 
MY RESEARCH ABOARD THIS 
STATION, MY WORK IS 
BLASPHEMOUS... ABOMINABLE .. 
ILLEGAL. 


THE 


RESULTS WILL 
BENEFIT-- 


IVE KILLED 
NO ONE. I 

APPROPRIATED 
THE BODIES OF 


YOU .., 
YOU KILLEL 
THESE MEN 
FOR FOR 


SCIENCE FL] SOLDIERS WHO 
DIED IN THE LINE OF 
DUTY. вит REALLY, 
MCGUINNESS, YOU 
ALREADY KNEW 
THE TRUTH. 


ORIGINALLY, 

I TRIED TO 
DEVELOP A VIRAL 
BOMB TO ELIMINATE 
ALIENS FOREVER. 
BUT MY EXPERIMENTS 
YIELDED LINEXPECTED, 

MIRACULOUS 

RESULTS. 


ОН, PLEASE STOP. YOU'RE 
NOT THE ONLY ONE HANDY 
WITH SPY CAMERAS. YOU 

SHOWED CRESPI A 
DOCTORED PHOTO AND 
CONVINCED HIM THAT YOU 


YOU'VE HEARD 
RUMORS, NO DOUBT 
NUMEROUS METABIOTICS, 
SELF-REPLICATING BRAIN 
TISSUE, ACQUIRED INFRA- 
SENSORY ABILITIES, 
THE SO-CALLED "TIME 

SERUM"... 


DAVID 
WAS А BODY 
DONOR. HE 

BELIEVED 


KNEW HIM. 
I SHOULD 
KNOW... 


CORPORATION. 


ADMIRAL THAVES 


ORDERS TO KEEP HIM UNDER 
CONSTANT SURVEILLANCE. 
MCGUINNESS WAS HIS 
PARTNER. 


AFTER НЕК! 
I CAN CONTROL EVERY 
DOOR IN THE STATION 
FROM HERE! WE'LL 
CORNER HER IN 
T n 


f 
b 


OH, PLEASE. 

YOu FLATTER 
YOURSELF BY BEING 
SURPRISED AT HOW 
EASILY YOU'VE BEEN 


vou 

REALLY SHOULD. 

HAVE LISTENED TO 
HER, CRESPI. 


CHURCH 2! 
WHAT THE DEVIL 
ARE-- 


YOU ARE THE SLAVE OF SWEET- 
NESS AND LIGHT. AND WHAT 
ARE THEY? PROSTHETIC 
ABSTRACTIONS CONCEIVED BY 
EMBRYONIC MINDS ... UNABLE 

TO COPE WITH THE TRUTH. 


YOU CAN BE 
BOUGHT WITH А COOKIE... 
FOOLED WITH THREE WORDS. 
GOD, IF YOLI ONLY KNEW 

HOW I SEE YOL.. 


DECEIVED, WHERE DOES GOOD 


I DIDN'T SURVIVE 
THE HIVE. I AM THE HIVE. WHEN 
I LOOK THE COSMOS IN THE EYE, 
IT BLINKS. 


AND You 
THE GOOD SOLDIER, 
50 PROUD OF YOUR BRAINS 
AND COURAGE. TEN-HUT! 
YOU'RE NOTHING BUT A 
FATUOUS RAH-RAH BOV. 
I CANNOT HATE YOU 
ENOUGH. 


SHUT UP 
CRESPI. MUST 
YOU ALWAYS 
BELIEVE IN 
APPEAR- 
АМСЕВТ 


YOU HAVE THE HONOR OF 
CONTRIBUTING TO MY 
RESEARCH. 


"ALTHOUGH YOLI 
WON'T BE IN ANY 
CONDITION TO 

APPRECIATE IT, YOU 
WILL HAVE ASSISTED 
IN THE CREATION OF 
АН EVOLUTIONARY 
BRIDGE TO THE TRUE 


THE 
PINK POETRY. 

OF MAN WILL BE 
SUBSUMED BY THE 
BLACK BLANK GENIUS: 
OF THE ALIEN AND THE 
RESULT WILL BE THE 
ORIGINAL AND FINAL 


THERE WERE 
MOMENTS WHEN T 
THOUGHT VOLI WERE 
ON THE VERGE OF 
BEGINNING TO 

UNDERSTAND... 


SO I'M GIVING 
YOU A CHANCE mA 
CHANCE TO SEE THE 
TRUTH BEFORE 
YOU DIE 


NOW I'M 
REALLY SORRY, 
MCGUINNESS -- 


BEGGING 
YOUR PARDON, 
SIR, вит. ITS A 
LITTLE LATE FOR 

THAT. 


MOVE ALONG 
NOW, CHILDREN, OR 
I'LL FRY YOU WHERE 
YOU STAND. 


I'M GOING 
UN-- UNTIL TO KILL THAT 
CHURCH WANTS BASTARD. 


WAITZ IT'S 
HARNESSED! 
IT CAN'T REACH 

us. 


CHURCH'S 
EXPERIMENTS 
HAVE WEAKENED 
THEM 


AAAAAAAAAAHHL 


IM m 
I'M FINE. AND 
I'M GOING то GET 


он GOD, 

CRESPI/ I CANT 

DO ANYTHING FOR 
you-- 


ANO... THEN. 


KILL CHURCH 
PLEASE . 


HAVE ТО T-TELL- 
ME. 


гм COLO.. THIS, 
16 REALLY» 
IT 


YES, YOU 
CAN mi DONT LET 
THEM ~ DON'T LET 
HIM м PLEASE... KILL- 


I'M GONG 
70 KILL YOU, YOU 
BASTARDS 


SOME QUALITY TIME 
YOU ARE TOGETHER. 
GOING TO GIVE 
ME SOME VERY 
BEAUTIFUL 
CHEMICALS. 


UH-OH. 


HERE COMES 


6 зори MUSTN'T GRAB. MCGUINNESS 
YOUR DANCE 
x MIGHT GIVE YOU А PIECE ОҒ 
PARTNER. HER MIND! 


» 


5% 


АР 
WHAT = 2 
BUT... THERE'S Ку 
NO TELEBATHIKE Үр 
аа, 
Å 


DSG 


COLONEL 
DOCTOR CHURCH 
STILL NEEDS REST, 

ADMIRAL THAVES, 

SIR. a 


E И | HELL, YOU SAW THE RECORDINGS, 
THE WAY SHE LED CRESPI INTO 
ГУ” BETTER, ADMIRAL T..I KEEP THE LAB... KILLED HIM WITH 
2] ACTUALLY, I'M QUITE ‘THINKING OF HER BARE HANDS! 
А WELL ENOUGH TO GET MCGUINNESS. TUR MARINES 
PICKED HER LIP LAST 
WEEK. DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT HER COMING 
BACK -- 


FORGET ІТ. 
THE MEDS SAY 


ABOUT CRESPI. YOU 
TWO SEEMED TO 
HIT IT OFF. 


HAS SAVED COUNTLESS LIVES. 
HECK, IF IT WERENT FOR YOUR 
VIRAL TENT, MY OWN DALIGHTER 
WOULDNT BE ALIVE 
TODAY. 


the 


Creative 
team 


KILIAN PLUNKETT 


! 
Н 
8 
3 
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ilian Plunkett was born in Dublin, Ireland in 1971 where he led an 

idyllic childhood until one day, quite out of the blue, his mother hit 
him on the head with a garage door. Things haven't been quite the 
same since. 


After graduating from secondary school, Plunkett attended the Dun Leary 
School of Art where for four years he perfected his craft then finished with 
an art degree. Not long after, at Dark Horse Comics, a submission of 
Plunkett's work made its way to editor Ryder Windham, who was looking 
for an artist to draw — yes, you guessed it — Aliens: Labyrinth. 


Plunkett hotfooted it to Portland where he presently shares а flat with а 
variety of mechanical pets and model dinosaurs. When not drawing, he 
can be found muttering ”'s crap,” quaffing the Blue Moon special, ог 
playing беда" Genesis." Не is currently illustrating Star Wars: 
Shadows of the Empire. Other recent credits include work for Roger 


Corman's Cosmic Comics and for Mayfair games. 


This happy li'l Alien was attached 
to the finished pages for #1. 


Kilian's unrevised line-art cover 
of Aliens: Labyrinth #1. 


Series editor Ryder Windham sent these sketches of Kilian's to Jim Woodring at the start of the project. 


When Kilian was 
being considered for 
Aliens: Labyrinth, 
Dark Horse requested 
that he draw several 
sketches based on 

H. R. Giger's Aliens 
designs. At right is one 
of those try-out pieces. 


In reaction to the almost 
complete lack of chestbursters 
in Aliens: Labyrinth, Kilian 
enclosed the sketch below 
with some finished pages. 


QUARTER FOR 
AN OUT-OF-WORK 
XENOMORPH? 


JIM WOODRING 


im Woodring was born in Los Angeles in 1952, and had a childhood 

plagued by nightmares, paranoid delusions, and hallucinations. After 
barely graduating from high school, he embarked upon a career as a 
garbage man but was unable to make the grade and turned seriously to 
cartooning instead 


Striving to examine and comprehend the wreckage of his life, 
Woodring began writing and drawing revelatory comics and stories 
that he self-published in Jim. In 1986, Jim joined the Fantagraphics 
Books line of high-grade comics literature. 


Woodring has been involved in a number of projects including the 
Harvey Award-winning series Tantalizing Stories (co-produced with 
Mark Martin), an adaptation of the classic horror film Freaks, and two 
book collections of his work. 


He lives in Seattle with his family and animals. 


At right, a series of three cover letters 
from Jim to series editor Ryder 


ATTENTION RYDER WINDHA 
Windham speak for themselves . . . MS 


HEME = 

HERE IS MY SCRIPT FØR THE FIRST 
BPP OF "BACKSPLASH" 

TALK TO YoU LATER, 


ом 


Fans of the award-winning Tantalizing 
Stories should recognize Jim's character, 
Frank, doing his best imitation of an Alien. 


MANY 
ALIENS 


АР w 


7 MEN GAIT INTO CRAWD or ALENS 


ALIEN M Con тент 


PPROACH 
мжъ, TOVENES BIN... ANEN Dac T в 


An Aliens: Labyrinth page layout drawn by Jim to clarify the storytelling in one of the original issues. 


ATTENTION RYDER WINDHAM 
LAS 

RT 1. MU BE IN AND OUT ALL 
E Фо IF | "ANT" IN IF You 
CAL WHY DUST LENE WORD. 


N TALK To You LATER, 


With the finished Aliens: Labyrinth script, 
Jim included this blood-soaked self-portrait. 


HERE'S МЧ SCRIPT FOR "واوق"‎ 


ATTENTION RYDER WINDHAM 


ALIENS: BOOK ONE 
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Туды V13 за UE ٢ 
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ANOTHER CHANCE то GET т мон 


MADLANOS 
Мо paye waw entem 


THE BEST OF DARK HORSE PRESENTS 
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CONCRETE FRAGILE CREATURE 
pter 219 زور‎ ХҮ QU Ъ 1132 28 Canada 
CONCHETE THe COMPLETE 
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(їл хүүт AVI 96:05 ав as 


72222 


HELLBOY seco OF DESTRUCTION 


TRADE PAPERBACK AND HARDCOVER BOOKS 
AVAILABLE FROM DARK HORSE 


INDIANA JONES AND THE FATE OF ATLANTIS 


JAMES BOND; SERPENTS TOOTH 
109 page ku p 
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ROACHMILL 
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CLASSIC STAR WARS 
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Available from your local comics retailer! 


Order directly from Dark Horse Comics by enclosing title, order number 
book requested. Send your name, address. and check, money order. 
or Visa/MasterCard payment to: 
Dark Horse Comics, Inc. Department BL 10956 SE Main Street Milwaukie, OR 97222 


Or order by phone at 1-800-862-0052 1 4 F.M. PST. 
Available in U.S. and Canada only. U.S, funds only. 
For Visa/MasterCard purchases, please enclose card number and expiration date 
Add $4.00 for shipping and handling, Мо CODs, please. 
АН sales final. Item(s) subject to av 
"нь. Prodaror and Alone va. Predator. are Tegstored 


una price of each 


bility, Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 
Century Fox Fam. inc AN rights reserved 


